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SSOS GENERAL MEETING 

MINUTES – 8 January 2018 

Frank extended a welcome to our members and 

guests, Joyce and Malcolm Stone.  He asked for a 

member to motion that the December minutes 

which were printed in the Bulletin and distributed 

either by mail or email were accurate. Gary 

Hodder motioned they were correct. Carried. 

 

Correspondence received 

Newsletters from OSNSW, Eastern Suburbs and 

North Shore Orchid societies. 

 

Email from Chris Dalrymple with the December 

2017 update on the AOC Conference which 

included details of additional speakers and 

vendors who have confirmed their attendance. 

 

Email from Tony Watkinson who advised the WA 

Regional Orchid Organisation was awarded the 

24th World Orchid Conference in Perth in 2023.  

The granting is expected to be confirmed at the 

23rd WOC in Taiwan.  The 24th WOC is planned 

to be held in conjunction with the 8th 

International Orchid Conservation Congress which 

also will be held in Perth.  The venue is the Perth 

Convention and Exhibition Centre from 3 to 11 

September  2023.  If people wish to receive 

updates on the WOC they can send their email 

address to waos@iinet.net.au. 

There were no new members this month. 

TONIGHT: Joyce Stone from  Blue Mountains & 

Penrith Districts Orchid Society presented a 

potting demonstration on Pterostylis orchids.  She 

demonstrated how she collects the tubers from the 

mix and circulated examples of the potting mix she 

uses.  She potted up a few pots for members to see.  

Joyce generously donated one of the pots with the 

tubers to the raffle and provided culture notes for 

people to take.  She also brought along Stenoglottis 

longifolia plants in active growth which some 

members purchased from her.  It was a very 

interesting and worthwhile presentation.   

Jan Robinson spoke about the Species plants on 

offer in tonight's raffle and explained the ones 

suitable for a novice grower and those that 

required heat.  One of the plants was a donation 

from Madge Errington.   

 

Jan also spoke about exhibiting plants in the Royal 

Easter Show.  The show dates are 23 March to 3 

April 2018.  She reminded members that some 

members have put plants in the show for the last 
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few years and have been successful in winning 

some championships.  There are two sessions, one 

commencing 27 March and the second session on 

2 April.  Plants need to be dropped off at 10:30pm 

however those going may take plants for those who 

cannot drop them off.  Registration closes on 28 

February and it costs $38 per participant.  You can 

enter as many orchids as you want, or even 

bromeliads, cacti, succulents and other plants.  Jan 

said if successful in a championship besides 

winning money you may also be presented with a 

champion ribbon.  She felt it is good advertising 

for our society.  The entry fee includes a ticket to 

the Show for the day.  She urged members to 

consider entering. 

FEBRUARY: ECO products will be promoting their 

products; and the judging of growing competition 

will occur. The subscription to the Orchids 

Australia magazine will also be drawn. 

MARCH:  AGM & Seedling Competition judging 

 

ITEMS OF INTEREST 

Frank spoke about the upcoming shows in 2018.  

The Society's Winter show will be held from 14-16 

June and Spring show will be held on 30-31 

August and 1 September 2018.  The AOC 

Conference will be held from 20 to 22 July and the 

Southern Orchid Spectacular will be on 5-7 

October 2018.  It will be a busy for us. 

At the AGM of the Australian Orchid Council, 

Graham Zerbe was elected the new AOC President, 

Michael Willoughby the new Secretary and Thea 

Shaughnessy the new AOC Treasurer. 

 

The Society's AGM will be held at the March 

meeting.  We are calling on members to nominate 

for positions on the committee, especially 

Secretary and President.  We are looking for 

people to fill general committee positions as well.  

Please give serious consideration to nominating to 

fill these positions.  

  

As people were still paying their membership at 

the meeting there wasn't enough time to organise 

the names in the tin for the draw of the 

subscription to Orchids Australia Magazine.  The 

name of the lucky member will be drawn next 

month. 

Last month at the January SSOS meeting, a 

member had a piece of his plant taken without 

permission from the show bench. Nobody has the 

right to break a piece off somebody’s plant and 

take it. The person who’s plant was stolen from 

may well have given the person a piece but should 

be asked. 

NAME BADGE DRAW – Diane Phillips 

LUCKY PLANTS - May Luk, Tony Costa & Sandra 

Crosby and Michael Dimon 

PRESIDENT'S AWARD - May Luck for Zygonesia 

Blue Water sailina 

RAFFLE:  Wayne McEvoy, George Birss (2), 

Robert Cawley, Col Brandon and Vic Petrovski. 

 

Next meeting:  12 February 2018 
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you grew it 

Rhynchostylis retusa ‘Keith’ – Exhibited by 

Sandra Crosby and Tony Costa 

“Plant of the Night” 

With only four species in this genus that originates 

from India to the Chinese Himalayas through SE 

Asia to the Philippines is found growing as an 

epiphyte in semi deciduous and deciduous lowland 

forests at elevations from sea level to 1200 metres, 

making it a hot to cool growing orchid. 

A monopodial orchid (meaning, grow upright from 

a single point as a single trunk), has leathery, 

deeply channeled leaves and thick exposed roots 

that evolve up the single stem and like to grow free 

of medium, suited to a hanging basket/pot with 

chunky, free draining medium or mounted. The 

plant takes nutrients through it’s roots. It does not 

like to be disturbed and if potted this way can sit 

undisturbed for 4 to 5 years. 

This orchid is commonly referred to as the “foxtail 

orchid” where the inflorescence emerges from 

between the leaves as a 60cm pendulous recemose 

( an inflorescence that has flowers that are set in a 

zig zag from side to side fashion) that is densely 

flowered in a cylindrical shape with as many as 

100 spicy fragrant flowers that are white with 

many pink to vivid pink spots. The lip merges into 

the base of the column forming a sac or spur. 

This Vandaceous genus is often used in 

hybridising. It likes water and fertiliser all year 

round and lots of humidity. Misting of the roots is 

required daily. Caution if the leaves are wet too 

frequently it can die. Rhynchostylis like good 

indirect light, not direct light as other vandaceous 

orchids. 

Rhynchostylis are considered to be a symbol of 

love, fertility and merriment and for this reason 

the inflorescence forms an essential part in 

Assamese marriage ceremonies. It is the state 

flower of Assam. 

 

There were two Anguloas exhibited at the 

meeting –  

Anguloa clowesii – Exhibited by May Luc  

Anguloa virginalis – Exhibited by Lee 

Buivids 

Anguloa orchids are commonly called “Cradle 

Orchids” or “Tulip Orchids” this is because the 

flowers do not appear to open completely. A genus 

consisting of 13 terrestrial (sometimes epiphytic) 

species that have fleshy pseudobulbs with 3 -4 

large plicate (folded or corrugated , imbricate 

(having overlapping edges) deciduous leaves that 

can be 90cm or more. The single flowered 
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inflorescence arises from the base of the new 

pseudobulb as the new growth begins. 

The single, large, showy cup shaped flower are 

waxy and highly fragrant. The sepals and petals 

no not open fully and “cradle”or cup the rocking 

lip. They are closely related to Lycaste orchids. 

 

Anguloa clowesii. – is a brilliant, largish yellow 

flower up to 9 – 11cm with a slight chocolate scent. 

Originating from Columbia and Venezuala, 

growing on the western slopes of the Andes, at 

elevations of 1800 – 2500m.It requires a cool to 

cold environment, high humidity, semi shade and 

lots of fertilizer while growing. During winter a 2 -

3 dry rest period is required, resuming after new 

growth is initiated.  

 

Anguloa virginalis  - originates from Columbia, 

Venezuela, Equador and Peru on steep hill sides in 

wet forests in deep shade at heights of 1250 to 

2400 metres. The white to greenish white flowers 

open more than A. Clowesii and have a strong 

cinnamon scent. A single flower on a single 

inflorescence from the base of each new 

pseudobuld but this white variety can have as 

many as six inflorescence per pseudobulb. 

 

Paphiopedilum lowii – Exhibited by S.T.Ho 
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A wonderful multi – floral species found in 

Malaysia , Borneo, Sumatra, Java and Sulawesi. 

Found growing in large, tall trees as an epiphyte 

or in humus filled hollows of mossy limestone of 

lowland forests as a lithophytes. It is found at 

elevations of 250 to 1600 metres making it a 

warm to cool grower. 

This plant will have 4 – 6 fleshy green leaves 

from 20 to 40cm in length. The inflorescence can 

be between 50 and 100cm long and carry 2 to 7 

successive opening flowers that are well spaced. 

The attractive flowers have a dorsal that is 

greenish yellow with brown stripping. The petals 

are greenish yellow with dark spots that slightly 

twist to a roundish second half that is rosy pink. 

The largish, full pouch is brown coloured. 

Supposedly one of the easier multi - florals to grow 

it requires good light, shade, humidity and a free 

draining mix.  

 

Dendrobium linguella – Exhibited by 

George Birss 

A species from Myanmar, Thailand, Vietnam, 

Sumatra, Borneo and Southern Malasyia grows in 

lowlands and the foothills at altitudes of 300 to 

1250 metres. A lovely small flowering epiphyte, 

has soft pendulous deciduous canes with leaves on 

the upper half of the cane which is thin at the base 

and thicker towards the pendulous ends. 

It develops clusters of small 3 -4cm flowers on 

mature canes. The flowers are slightly waxy and 

are a soft white pink to pale lavender with a white 

lip that has a showy crimson mark. 

Grow in well drained mix, keep plant moist but 

reduce watering in winter until new shoots appear, 

give medium light. A small plant that grows easy in 

a shade house, doesn’t take up much room and 

gives a nice display. 

 

Aerides multifloral – Exhibited by Irene 

and Ian Chalmers 

The name “Aerides” literally means “air plant” 

which is appropriate for these monopodal 

epiphytes that cling onto their hosts by only a few 

thick roots, with the remainder as aerial roots. 

Some grow in rocks as lithophytes. 

They originate from India to Indo China, from sea 

level to 1100 metres. 



 

7 
 

Rich green strap leaf foliage, with a fan like 

appearance, which is very similar to that of Vanda 

orchids. From between the leaves the inflorescence 

will emerge. This can be over 30cm in length and 

is pendulous and will carry up to 50 waxy, fragrant 

flowers that may last 3 -4 weeks. The pink to 

magenta and white flowers are shell shaped. 

Best grown in a hanging basket with chunky mix or 

mounted to allow good air movement around the 

thick roots. The roots need frequent watering. 

They like bright light and are more cold tolerant 

than most in this genus. 

Aerides are fairly easy to grow require little room 

and prefer to be hung up. When in flower give a 

good show of bright colourful flowers. Suffer from 

few pests just watch for mealy bug and scale but 

good air circulation and light should handle these 

problems. 

NOTE: May Luk  had a vandaceous plant benched 

last month that was labelled as a hybrid Vanda. 

The judges believed this to be wrong even though 

the label was from a known orchid nursery. After 

investigation it was found to be actually Aerides 

houlletiana, a species orchid from Asia. This 

orchid has very attractive yellow and purple 

markings.   

IN MY GREEN HOUSE 

 

Well I’m not going to start with the weather, well 

yes I am. With days in the high 30’s and for some 

over 40 degrees being outside playing with your 

orchids, apart from watering is not enjoyable. A 

recent task I thought i’d tackle is to clean filters 

and jets on my watering equipment. 

Last year I purchased a “Swagman” battery 

operated portable, 16 litre sprayer. What a great 

buy. I like watering and fertilising using my 

overhead sprinklers and misters, it’s quick and 

easy, but by using a hand held system it gives me a 

better idea of how much each plant is getting and 

it’s VERY enjoyable wandering through the green 

house having a closer look at my plants. I pulled 

the system apart and cleaned all the little filters 

and it doesn’t matter how careful you are mixing 

fertilisers I found that the filters were still partly 

clogged as were the spray nozzles. Diluting 

powered fertilizers first is a must. 

Again, while the temperature was so high I also 

pulled the watering system misters down, pulled 

them apart and cleared all the little holes. 
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Although the water goes through a very fine filter I 

found that there was still a lot of “gunk” in the 

water I cleaned the mister heads in from the heads, 

unbelievable. While I was doing this I put on my 

sprinkler system to soak all my plants and after a 

few minutes it stopped. I thought I had done a 

pump in, not the case. Checking my water tanks I 

had used 4000 litres of water since our last rain, 

dry tanks, bugger. Back to the old days, of watering 

by hand with a hose.  

More on water later but now to tell you what’s 

happening as far as my plants are going. 

As usual you get some great plants in flower and 

no meeting on to show them off. Well this is the 

case with a couple of Bulbophyllums for me. Bulb. 

frostii, cute little maroon slipper like flowers and 

Bulbophyllum tingabarium, this is a cirropetalum 

miniature from Vietnam, that is a vivid orange 

colour with up to 8 6 – 10cm flowers, a very bright 

addition to the green foliage. Another bright 

Bulbophylum is Wilba Chang which is a cross 

between B. echinolabium and B. carunculatum 

producing a big yellow flower that as one flower 

finishers another opening on the same 

inflorescence. Another large Bulbophylum is B. 

echinolobium (one of the parents to Wilba Chang), 

from Salawesi and Borneo, a large glossy reddish 

flower 10cm up to 20cm, very striking but foul 

smelling. Hopefully both will still be in flower for 

monthly benching. 

In the shade house area many plants are sprouting 

new growths and I have had a few unusual 

dendrobiums flower over the Christmas period, 

one is Dendrobium spathilingue and has longish 

leafless canes (3 to 7 leaves), that bare bunches of 

small white flowers with purple and yellow 

markings that originates from Java and Bali. I 

have a number if these smallish dendrobiums that 

although very attractive, unusual and not often 

seen are a delight to grow if you like growing the 

unusual and not just show winners. 

Hanging down like a chain of birds in flight and 

joined together (something like the old kids game 

of “barrel  of monkeys“) is Gongora galeata. A 

beautiful “chain” of about 15, gold and tan flowers, 

cascading hanging from a basket. Not an orchid for 

everybody but something unusual that doesn’t take 

up a lot of space and usually hangs below the 

benches to stop the thin wide leaves from getting 

sun burn. 

I noticed a spike on a terrestrial, Sprianthes 

australis. It is about 10cm at present and needs to 

get to 30cm before opening. The inflorescence will 

have about 50 to 100 very small flowers that will 

be pink and white in colour and with progressively 

open and as they open the flower head will twist. 

Probably ready for Februarys meeting. This is one 

of the orchids our last guest speaker spoke about 

and said should be re potted each year, well 

probably because I wasn’t sure what to do haven’t 

touched it for probably 5 years BUT it is still going 

well, flowering but doesn’t appear to be 

multiplying, might have to have a word with Richie 

Dimon on whether to re pot or not, you know the 

old saying “if it aint broke don’t fix it”! 

My ongoing saga with my Stanhopea orchids 

continues, still no spikes. Not sure if it’s because I 

potted most on from pots to wire baskets this year, 

but what about the older ones, some I didn’t re 

basket. They are still in the same area as before but 

no sign of any spikes. Maybe they will appear late 

like last year or maybe none this year. No spikes 
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but every one are showing  new foliage with as 

many as 4 -6 growths per small plant, so that is a 

good thing. 

Well I wrote at the start of the chat about the 

weather and water. On hot days water is essential, 

weather misting or a good soak. Some sunburn is 

better than a dead plant. Well I thought I might 

give you something to think about.  

More orchids are killed by overwatering than 

under watering. 

 In the wild it maybe weeks or months between 

rain periods. When in doubt go drought. 

Orchid roots are like a sponge, designed to catch 

water. 

A lot of orchids have thick fleshy bulbs and leaves 

to store water. 

Orchids with no pseudobulbs (Masdevallias and 

Paphiopedilums) should not be allowed to dry out, 

they have no capacity to store water. 

When you water give them a good watering – 

water should run out of the drainage holes in the 

bottom of the pots – misting is great at times. 

Wet / dry – it is better to allow orchids to dry out 

between watering. 

Water before noon if possible. 

Rainwater or tank water is best – tap water is 

treated, generally with chlorine. 

Orchid mix is blended to be well drained. 

If it’s hot, windy and uncomfortable - water. 

If the pot is light (not heavy) it’s dry. If it’s heavy 

and cold to the touch it’s wet. 

TIP : Keep a pot of your orchid mix among your 

orchids with no orchid in the pot. Before watering 

tip the mix into your hand to see if it’s moist, If it is 

DON’T WATER if its dry water. 

Long leaf plants like cymbidiums, lycastes and 

gongoras need more water than hard leaf orchids – 

these thin leafed types loose more in the heat due 

to extra surface area. 

When to water on hot days? It doesn’t matter, it 

helps keep the humidity up and cools your growing 

areas. 

Misting is great for orchids, they can’t get enough 

of it. It cools the plant, cleans the leaves, 

rehydrates, humidifies the air and creates a natural 

environment for your plants. For small collections 

try “FOGGIT NOZZLES”, they give a very fine 

mist, use hand held on a hose. 

 

MONTHLY JUDGING RESULTS – January 

2018 

PLANT OF NIGHT 

Winner Rhy. retusa 'Keith' S.Crosby/T.Costa 

OPEN CLASS HYBRID 

Winner 
Paph. Shin-Yi 
Princess S. T. Ho 

OPEN CLASS SPECIES 

Winner Rhy. retusa 'Keith' S.Crosby/T.Costa 

INTERMEDIATE JUDGES CHOICE 

Winner 
Blc. Varuth 
Greenworth J. Chan 

NOVICE & JUNIOR JUDGES CHOICE 

Winner 
Stanhopea 
nigroviolacea C. Castle 

PRESIDENT'S CHOICE 

Winner 
Zns. Cynosure 'Blue 
Water Sailing' M. Luk 
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CLASS # 1 AUSTRALIAN NATIVES 

1st Sarco. ceciliae G. Birss 

2nd Sarco. hirticalcar O. Sutton 

CLASS # 2 PAPHIOPEDILUMS SPECIES 

1st Paph. callosum S. T. Ho 

2nd Paph. lowii S. T. Ho 

3rd Paph. birkii V. Petrovski 
CLASS # 3 LAELIINAE OVER 110MM (CLASSICAL 

SHAPE) 

1st Blc. Hausermann's Jade W. McEvoy 

2nd Blc. Fantasy Maker L. Buivids 

CLASS # 4 NOVELTY PAPHIOPEDILUMS 

1st Paph. Shin-Yi Princess S. T. Ho 

2nd Paph. Saint Swithin S. T. Ho 

3rd Paph. 'unknown' H. Myers 
CLASS # 5 LAELIINAE OVER 80MM UP TO & 

INCLUDING 110MM (CLASSICAL SHAPE) 

1st 

Slc. Tangerine Jewel x 
Glenn Maidment 
'Southern Cross' S.Crosby/T.Costa 

2nd Rlc. Ruby Delight S.Crosby/T.Costa 

3rd Blc. Mary Pittman ??? P. Ng 

CLASS # 7 LAELIINAE (NON CLASSICAL SHAPE) 

1st C. Landate W. McEvoy 

2nd 
Epicat. Mae Bly 'Ching 
Hua Splash' S.Crosby/T.Costa 

3rd Ctt. CRB's Origin T. Hyde 
CLASS # 8 LAELIINAE UP TO & INCLUDING 

80MM (CLASSICAL SHAPE) 

1st 
Sc. Dal's Magic 
'Dondrup' S.Crosby/T.Costa 

2nd Lc. Moonlight Magic W. McEvoy 

3rd ???? T. Hyde 

4th Slc. Elusive Dream P Davies 

CLASS # 9 AUSTRALIAN NATIVE HYBRIDS 

1st Den. Goose Bumps C. Brandon 

CLASS # 9A DENDROBIUM SPECIES EXOTIC 

1st Den. johnsoniae V. Petrovski 

2nd Den. linguella G. Birss 

3rd 
Den. affine  D polysema 
?? I. & I. Chalmers 

4th Den. tiongii L. Buivids 
CLASS # 10 SPECIES ASIAN (Elsewhere not 

Included) 

1st Rhy. retusa 'Keith' S.Crosby/T.Costa 

2nd Bulb. affine lobbii ?? I. & I. Chalmers 

3rd V. falcata J. Robinson 

4th Bulb. lobbii W. McEvoy 

5th Aer. multiflora I. & I. Chalmers 

CLASS # 10B ONCIDINAE SPECIES 

1st Lockhartia sp I. & I. Chalmers 

CLASS # 11A COELGYNINAE SPECIES 

1st 
Coel. celebensis x 
xyrekes G. Birss 

CLASS # 12 SEEDLING 

1st Paph. Hsinying Lime S. T. Ho 

2nd Paph. godefroyae S. T. Ho 

3rd C. Lulu's Song P. Ng 

4th C. Pinata Surprise P. Ng 
CLASS # 13 ONCIDIUM HYBRIDS 60MM AND 

UNDER 

1st 
Odcdm. Sunlight 'Pesky 
Panther' S.Crosby/T.Costa 

2nd Brassia 'unknown' V. Petrovski 

3rd 
Odcdm. Everglades 
Elegance M. Luk 

4th Colm. Wildcat 'Bobcat' S.Crosby/T.Costa 

CLASS # 14 PHALAENOPSIS  

1st Phalaenopsis 'unknown' P. Ng 

CLASS # 15 ONCIDIUM HYBRIDS OVER 60mm 

1st 
Brsdm. Golden Garmine 
'White Knight' P.Davies 

2nd Pyp. Kalihi M. Luk 

3rd 
Brsdm. Golden Green 
??? P. Sanaphay 

CLASS # 16 MISCELLANEOUS HYBRIDS 

1st 
Zns. Cynosure 'Blue 
Water Sailing' M. Luk 

2nd Prom. Catarina J. Robinson 

3rd Phrag. Grande I. & I. Chalmers 

4th 
Prom. Kiwi Invader x 
guttata  J. Robinson 

5th Coel. Birds in Flight S.Crosby/T.Costa 

CLASS # 17 DENDROBIUM HYBRIDS 

1st 
Den. Fraser's Caramel 
Twist S.Crosby/T.Costa 

2nd 
Den. Hamana Lake 
'Dream' V. Petrovski 

3rd 
Den. Tweetas 'Red Lips' 
x Mask C. Brandon 

4th Den. Sakoi Blue M. Luk 

CLASS # 18 VANDACEOUS 

1st Angcm. Longiscott S.Crosby/T.Costa 

2nd ?????? M. Luk 

3rd 
Ascda. Fuchs Gold x 
Vanda Faye Bennett M. Dimon 

4th Sartylis Blue Knob S.Crosby/T.Costa 

CLASS # 19 MASDEVALLIA & DRACULA SPECIES 

1st Masd. pyxis G. Birss 

CLASS # 21B  LAELIINAE SPECIES 

1st 
C. tigrina 'Paul' x C. 
tigrina 'svo' V. Petrovski 

2nd C. forbesii W. McEvoy 

3rd Laelia tenebrosa L. Buivids 

4th Laelia xanthina L. Buivids 
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CLASS # 23 SPECIES OTHER (NOT ELSEWHERE 
INCLUDED) 

1st Sobennikoffia robusta S.Crosby/T.Costa 

2nd Anguloa clowesii M. Luk 

3rd Lyc. strobelii J. Robinson 

4th Dienia. ophrydis H. Myers 

5th Aergs. appendiculata S.Crosby/T.Costa 
CLASS # 23A OTHER PLEUROTHALLIDINAE 

SPECIES 

1st Pths. tribuloides G. Birss 

2nd Pths. sp I. & I. Chalmers 

3rd Rstp. muscifera G. Birss 

4th Rstp. falkenbergii I. & I. Chalmers 

CLASS # 24A  NATIVE SARCANTHINAE HYBRIDS 

1st Sarco. Velvet 'Dennis' C. Brandon 
CLASS # 27 - NOVICE - NATIVE & NATIVE 

HYBRIDS 

1st Den. toressae C. Castle 

CLASS # 29 NOVICE - MISCELLANEOUS  

1st Pyp. Kalihi J. Ng 

2nd Phal. 'unknown' J. Sharpham 

CLASS # 30 NOVICE -SPECIES 

1st Stanhopea nigroviolacea C. Castle 
CLASS # 33 INTERMEDIATE - NATIVE SPECIES & 

NATIVE HYBRIDS 

1st 
Den. 'unknown' x spec. 
'Windermere' H. Chen 

CLASS # 34 INTERMEDIATE - LAELIINAE 

1st Blc. Varuth Greenworth J. Chan 

CLASS # 35 INTERMEDIATE - MISCELLANEOUS 

1st 
Den. Aree Dang 'Green 
Apple' H. Chen 

2nd 
Mtssa. Estrelita 'Sweet 
Senorita' H. Chen 

3rd Den. Airy Crimson H. Chen 

4th 
Onc. Pacific Sunrise 
'Hakalua' H. Chen 

CLASS # 41  JUNIORS  

1st Brassia Eternal Wind J. Sutton 

 

Pterostylis Culture 

By Joyce Stone 

Pterostylis & related genera, are found mainly in 

Australia, but also in New Zealand, New Guinea, 

Noumea & New Caledonia.  They are terrestrial 

orchids, & are distributed from arid to coastal 

regions, from tropical to sub-alpine regions. Some 

of this group’s species, occur naturally in local 

bushland, & grassy areas of suburban & rural 

properties.  Some grow in colonies (the most 

adaptable to cultivation), others are solitary.  

These orchids are warm weather deciduous, dying 

back to dormant tuberoids & sprouting again after 

summer or autumn rain.  All produce replacement 

tuberoids every year, colony formers also produce 

two to five 'daughter' tuberoids each growing 

season therefore a fivefold increase is possible. 

 

 

Ptst. baptistii 

‘Gosford’ 

AM/AOC-OSNSW 

 

 

TEMPERATURE:  Popular locally grown, 

autumn & winter to spring flowering, colony 

forming Pterostylis species, such as baptistii, 

coccina, concinna, curta, nutans, obtusa, 

pedunculata, truncata & their hybrids, prefer cool 

to moderate conditions when actively growing 

(green leaves.  When dormant, during warm 

months, pots need to be kept cool & drier. 

 

LIGHT & SHADE:  These orchids need 25-50% 

shade when actively growing, & heavier shade to 

help reduce high temperatures during hot summer 

months, when dormant. 
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HUMIDITY/AIR FLOW:  Pterostylis plants 

need moderate humidity with excellent ventilation. 

 

WATERING:  Water winter/spring flowering 

Pterostylis species such as curta, pedunculata, 

baptistii, nutans, & their hybrids, late February to 

late spring, or when new shoots appear, till leaves 

start to yellow.  Allow pots to dry out when 

dormant with just enough water to prevent 

tuberoids shrivelling.  Care should be taken with 

the first watering after dormancy; water may drain 

down the sides of pots & not wet the mix; immerse 

pot in water if necessary to wet the whole of the 

mix.  Water just as mix starts to dry out - don’t 

over-water while actively growing as the tuberoids 

may rot.  Autumn flowering species such as 

Pterostylis coccina, obtusa, revoluta, truncata & 

other earlier flowering species, need to be watered 

earlier, as flowering may commence late summer 

to early autumn in some areas.  Particular 

attention will need to be given to keep the early 

flowering plants cool during hot weather. 

 

GROWING MEDIA & POTTING:  Pterostylis 

prefer to be re-potted annually or bi-annually, 

November, December or January, (tuberoids will 

fill the pot & weaken growth if overcrowded).  The 

mix needs to be free draining but contain some 

organic material.  An open potting mix like seed-

raising or propagating mix (or standard potting 

mix) 1 part to 1 part river or horticultural sand 

seems to work well.  Add 1 tablespoon dolomite & 

2 tablespoons blood & bone to a wheel barrow full 

(1 bag of each material).  Plant dormant tubers 

with their tops about 3cms from the final level of 

the media; cover with mix to top of pot. & then 

water in to settle.  Don’t over-crowd tuberoids – 

about 20 to a 150mm pot are enough.  Mulching 

with Casuarina needles will help prevent leaf rot 

from contact with growing media. 

 

FERTILIZER:  At the beginning of the growing 

season, Pterostylis respond well to a dose of 

Seasol, or similar soil conditioners, but avoid using 

soil wetting agents.  Feed with weak solutions of 

liquid fertilisers such as blood & bone, fish 

emulsion etc. when actively growing.  Pterostylis 

have soft leaves & a symbiotic relationship with 

mycorrhizal fungi so avoid using harsh oils or 

chemicals. 

 

FLOWERING:  Pterostylis species & hybrids 

flower at various times during the year, but the 

varieties most commonly grown locally, flower 

autumn & winter to spring. 

 

Native orchids are protected plants & should only 

be collected from the wild when their habitat is 

threatened & then only by authorised persons. 

 

Reference & Recommended Reading:  Native 

Orchids of Australia Including the Island 

Territories- David L. Jones:  Field Guide to the 

Orchids of New South Wales and Victoria – Tony 

Bishop:  Cultivation of Australian Native Orchids – 

Australasian Native Orchid Society Victorian 

Group Inc. 
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Blue Mountains & Penrith Districts Orchid Society 

Inc. 

PO Box 39 Emu Plains NSW 2750 

email info@bmpdos.org.au 

www.bmpdos.org.au 

 

 

2018 Australian Orchid 

Conference- Getting to Know 

the Experts 

Hosting the 21st Australian 

Orchid Council Conference 

and Show on 20-22 July, 

NSW Orchid Society NSW 

President Irene Chalmers 

urged members to register 

as soon as possible. 

Thousands of the unique 

orchids being showcased feature exotic 

characteristics and colours never before seen in 

Australia.  

It will prove a real show stopper, she said. 

During the two-day lecture program leading 

experts from USA, Japan, Columbia, Brazil and 

Singapore will share their scientific expertise and 

provide insights into the art of orchid growing and 

culture. Australian speakers will target orchid 

hobbyists to explain how to successfully grow this 

colourful and popular flowering plant, including 

potting requirements, fertiliser needs, as well as 

pest and disease control options. To hear these 

experts, you may register for $100pp/day on 20-21 

July (includes Show Entry). You may enter the 

display and vendor area only for $10pp/day. 

 

To register contact the Registration Secretary 

aocc2018@orchidsocietynsw.com.au or view  

http://aocc2018.orchidsocietynsw.com.au/registra

tions.html 

Tim Wing Yam, Singapore Botanic Gardens  

Tim Wing Yam was born in Hong Kong where he 

gained a doctorate in Botany from the University 

of Hong Kong, and spent nearly 3 years as a 

postdoctoral fellow in Prof Joseph Arditti’s 

laboratory before assuming his current position as 

Senior Researcher in Orchidology at Singapore 

Botanic Gardens.  

Dr Tim Yam has long been associated with the 

world-famous Singapore Botanic Gardens and the 

National Parks of Singapore with special interests 

in the breeding, conservation and ecology of 

orchids. In the early to mid 70's Singapore, with 

incredible foresight, launched an intense program 

of island beautification and landscaping which 

quickly established it as 'The Garden City' of the 

world, a policy which many other cities have later 

attempted to emulate. Dr Tim Yam will explain the 

orchid breeding and conservation programs of this 

most progressive policy and its recent results, and 

why Singapore will remain a popular 'stop-over' 

for travelling Australian orchid enthusiasts. 

 

Fred Clarke, Sunset Valley Orchids USA 

Fred is a well-known and widely travelled speaker 

and judge, renowned for the development of 

mailto:bmpdos@gmail.com
http://www.bmpdos.org.au/
mailto:aoc2018@orchidsocietynsw.com.au
http://www.aoc2018.orchidsocietynsw.com.au/registrations.html
http://www.aoc2018.orchidsocietynsw.com.au/registrations.html
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unusual lines in a number of genera, but especially 

so for Cattleya types and the Catasetiinae group. 

He is responsible for the current resurgent 

popularity of Catasetiinae hybrids in the USA and 

elsewhere, including in Australia. He has obtained 

7 FCCs for his Catasetiinae plants. Fred will 

demonstrate how to grow this group and present 

the latest examples of his breeding program. 

 

Andrea Niessen, Orquideas del Valle 

Orchid Nursery, Colombia 

Andrea Niessen, Orquideas del Valle Orchid 

Nursery, Cali, Colombia gained a Biology degree 

with an emphasis in Botany at the Universidad del 

Valle, Cali.  Andrea than earned a Master of 

Science with major in Electron Microscopy and 

minor in Virology from the University of Florida in 

Gainesville USA.  She has been a dedicated hobby 

orchid grower all of her life.  Andrea is a board 

member and former president (1992 -1997) of the 

local Orchid Society, Asociación Vallecaucana de 

Orquideología and judge of the Colombian Orchid 

Committee.  

She has lectured about Colombian Orchids around 

the world.  With her husband Juan Carlos Uribe, 

she has maintained her orchid nursery since 

1989. Orquideas del Valle now includes two retail 

shops, an online shop, two nurseries (warm/cool 

growing) and laboratory facilities for seed 

flasking. Orquideas del Valle has been represented 

at many National and International Shows, World 

Orchid Conferences and European Orchid 

Conferences, with Andrea lecturing, exhibiting and 

selling many beautiful and diverse orchid species 

from Colombia. Colombia’s diverse habitats have 

yielded nearly 5,000 orchid species, yet there are 

clearly more to be discovered. 

 

Masayoshi (Machan) Takahashi, Tokyo 

Orchid Nursery 

Masayoshi Takahashi is the proprietor of Tokyo 

Orchids Nursery, founded by his father, Yasumasa 

Takahashi. The firm is renowned for producing 

new lines of hybrid Slipper Orchids as well as line 

breeding several popular species. It is particularly 

famous for accomplishments with Paphiopedilum 

rothschildianum. Other areas of focus include 

selective breeding for intense color in Paph. 

sukhakulii and producing ever darker forms of 

Paph. bellatulum. Notable among their hybrid 

lines are large whites and complex hybrids 

incorporating members the parvisepalum alliance.  

The near-perfect Paph. rothschildianums, 

Sophronitis coccineas and near black Paph. 

leucochilums have been a feature of Tokyo Orchid 

Nursery breeding. One of their hybrids, Paph. 

Martian Man (Emerald Sea x malipoense) won the 

Japan Grand Prix at The Tokyo Dome show in 

2015. This nursery has achieved world-wide 

recognition as a purveyor of the finest Japanese 

orchids and has been consistently successful as an 

exhibitor in international shows around the world. 

Masayoshi will discuss “Slipper Breeding at Tokyo 

Orchid Nursery.” 

 

AWZ Orchids, Brazil 

Since 1953 when Wladyslaw Zaslawski found his 

first orchid, a Cattleya guttata in Vitória, ES his 
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passion for orchids has grown. For 50 years, a wide 

collection of natural orchids not only from Brazil, 

but from all over the world was gathered, always 

focusing on the quality of plants in terms of flower 

shapes and colours, among other characteristics. 

Infact that first plant he found in 1953 is still alive 

and part of the collection. 

In 1991 he decided to reproduce many of the 

species in the collection, due to the difficulties of 

obtaining them due to rarity, and the gradual 

disappearance of their natural habitats. 

Since 1991, father and son Aleksandr have worked 

together in the development and reproduction of 

orchids, under the banner of AWZ Orquideas. 

 

Greg Bryant, Bryant's Nursery NSW 

Greg Bryant is the proprietor of Bryant's Nursery 

which is notorious in Australia for development of 

some of the finest Cymbidiums over 40 years. This 

nursery has been responsible for the development 

of high quality, early-flowering standard 

Cymbidiums through the precise breeding 

program first established by Alvin Bryant which 

was expanded and fine tuned by his son, Greg. 

Amongst the innovations developed by both Alvin 

and Greg are early types, high-production quality, 

repeat flowering, compact types and pure-colour 

types suitable for floristry and exhibition, mostly 

in the standard sizes. Greg will outline some of the 

history of his most influential nursery, as well as 

the current state of Cymbidium breeding in these 

styles. 

 

Kevin Butler, Ezi-Gro Nursery, WA 

Ezi-Gro Nursery is the largest nursery in WA and 

has been supplying Perth and beyond with a huge 

variety of orchids, many of which are extremely 

difficult to obtain, encompassing Cattleya, 

Oncidiinae, Paphiopedilum, Phragmipedium, and 

unusual Vandaceous hybrids, many of which are 

garnered through Kevin's extensive travels. His 

special breeding of unusual Cymbidium styles, 

however, is a unique feature of Ezi-Gro Nursery, 

which maintains a repository of famed classical 

types as well as rare and unusual modern clones. 

The novelty and non-standard types encompass 

late season Australian species hybrids, the peloric 

types, species influence hybrids and unusual 

coloured and patterned styles, such as spots and 

splatters and many combinations of unique 

features. He will address “Novelty Cymbidiums” at 

the Conference. 

 

Stephen Monkhouse, Stephen Monkhouse 

Orchids, SA 

Currently enjoying a third generation in orchid 

growing, the Monkhouse family expanded globally 

in 2011, by combining their own distinct breeding 

lines of the past 40 years with the pioneering 

breakthroughs of Adelaide Orchids breeding 

programs. Stephen Monkhouse continues the work 

of his parents nursery, which was renowned for 

Cymbidium breeding and a large collection of 

Paphiopedilums. 

He has focused on breeding within the 

Zygopetaliinae group over the past two decades, 

creating many very fine hybrids which have 
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become widely popular for inclusion in cold-

growing collections.  The Zygopetaliinae group 

hybridises well between genera within its Group 

and so boasts many intergeneric combinations 

with many unique features. Stephen will describe 

this fascinating group of orchids, and outline some 

interesting advances in breeding. 

 

Scott Tan, Engineer and Orchid Species 

Specialist NSW 

Scott Tan will describe how the application of new 

or recently emerging technology will help the 

orchid hobbyist create new growing environments 

for plants not previously considered suitable to 

grow, such as alpine orchids. The use of Light 

Emitting Diodes (LED) lighting, ultrasonic 

fogging, bottom heating and cooling are currently 

available at minimal cost to the hobbyist. 

 

Nicky Zurcher, Nicky's Slippers, SA  

Nicky Zurcher has been involved with orchids for 

over half a century and has a special love for 

Paphiopedilums (also known as Slipper Orchids). 

He has built up a very large gene pool of breeding 

plants. These have been used to produce exclusive, 

new Australian bred hybrids, displaying unique 

features and characteristics never seen before. He 

has bred some classic exhibition Paphiopedilums, 

but most recently has demonstrated some unusual 

approaches to quality Paphiopedilum breeding. 

Polyploid (4n) breeding has made many new 

hybrids much more robust and temperature 

tolerant. His  nursery has been Accredited by 

Australian Quarantine Authorities to treat and 

send plants to Western Australia and Tasmania. 

 

For more information contact the 

Registration Secretary 

aocc2018@orchidsocietynsw.com.au or 

view  

http://aocc2018.orchidsocietynsw.com.au/

registrations.html 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:aoc2018@orchidsocietynsw.com.au
http://www.aoc2018.orchidsocietynsw.com.au/registrations.html
http://www.aoc2018.orchidsocietynsw.com.au/registrations.html
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Articles for the Bulletin 

If you are interested in providing articles for our monthly bulletin or any feedback on articles that you would like to see in the bulletin, 

please email Richard Dimon at dimon.richard@gmail.com 

The articles can be on anything you like related to orchids. Pictures to go with articles are also encouraged. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer: The growing guides are provided only as a starting basis to cultivation. Local conditions in your area may require modification to these suggestions. SSOS will not be 

responsible for the results of your cultivation practices. The opinions expressed in these articles are those of the author and not those of SSOS, SSOS in no way endorses or supports 

any claims or opinions of said authors. Pictures provided by Pamela Davies, Jan Robinson, and Richard Dimon and may not be used without the expressed permission of the 

photographer. 
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